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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Passage 1
Modernity in India had a unique trajectory. Its origin was not in indigenous intellectual and cultural churning
but in the influences disseminated by the colonial state and its agencies. The consumers and propagators of
this modernity were the newly emerging middle class linked with the colonial administration and thus exposed
to Western culture. They were drawn towards a new cultural situation through their association with the
colonial rulers as trading intermediaries and subordinates
su
in the administration.
Such a situation led to the emergence of a new breed of Indians who idealised the West, adopted a
Western-modern
modern way of life and subjected tradition to critical inquiry. Restricted by prevailing caste and
religious practices
es and attracted by the "colonial-modern" life, this new breed of Indians experienced the
tension between what was possible in the new world and what was practised in the traditional. The
participation in the colonial order demanded a refashioning of the social
social world of the colonised, at the
same time there was considerable social pressure to maintain traditional social practices. The social and
religious reform witnessed in 19th century India emerged out of this dynamic. As a result, unlike in Europe,
reformation
rmation took precedence over renaissance in India.
Unlike the European renaissance,, this period was not particularly known for creativity, which received an
impetus only when renaissance and reformation merged with nationalism and tried to usher in an
alternative
rnative modernity. The Indian intelligentsia had to undergo a long period of incubation before they
could try to redefine the renaissance by exploring their cultural and intellectual roots. Such an enquiry,
however, got enmeshed in religion, leading to sectarian
sectarian consciousness, which would have serious
repercussions for the state of secularism in post-independence
post
India. Even reformers like Ram Mohan Roy
and Narayana Guru invoked the Vedanta as the source of inspiration adversely affected the principle of
universalism
iversalism which all of them upheld.
[Extracted and edited with: Was there a renaissance? by K. N. Panikkar,, 11 March 2011 edition.]
1.

Which of the following statements can be most resonably inferred from the information given in the
passage?
(a) The Indian
ndian renaissance had its own trajectory unaffected by European culture.
(b) In India, the renaissance arose out of a struggle against the Western model of thought.
(c) The renaissance in Europe was overshadowed by the reformation.
(d) In India, the middle class played a key role in ushering in modernity.

2.

What does the author mean by a "colonial-modern"
"colonial
life?
(a) A Western-modern
modern way of life that Indians were initially loath to adopt
(b) A way of life adopted by the Indian middle-class
middle
that tried
ed to distance itself from the colonial rulers.
(c) The lifestyle of Indians who drew from the Western-modern
Western modern way of life and examined tradition
critically.
(d) A Western lifestyle adopted by Indians who rejected prevailing caste and religious practices.

3.

Which of the following options can best substitute the word "repercussions" in the passage?
(a) failures
(b) protests
(c) consequences
(d) debates

4.

The author mentions Ram Mohan Roy and Narayana Guru to discuss
(a) the sources of inspiration
ration for the Indian intelligentsia during the renaissance.
(b) the intellectual inspiration of Indian social reform during the renaissance.
(c) how some social reformers inadvertently set the stage for sectarian consciousness.
(d) how these reformers
rs effectively applied the principle of universalism.

5.

According to the author the social and religious reform in 19th century India happened due to
(a) the reformation taking precedence over the renaissance in India.
(b) the emerging nationalism.
(c) the tension between the new colonial order and the traditional social practices which created a
need for refashioning the social order.
(d) the adoption of Western methods of inquiry.
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6.

The author is most likely to agree with which of the following statements?
st
(a) The Indian intelligentsia could redefine the renaissance only when they understood Western
cultural roots.
(b) The caste system was not at odds with the Western-modern
Western modern way of life adopted by some Indians.
(c) Creativity was not a main feature
feature of the Indian renaissance and reformation.
(d) Nationalism was a product of reformation during this period.

7.

Which of the following statements can best explain why the invocation of "the Vedanta as the source
of inspiration" went against the principle
princi of universalism?
(a) It invoked the tradition which the reformers were fighting against in the first place.
(b) Such as invocation did not consider the religious diversity of India and emphasized a particular
religion.
(c) Invoking the Vedanta meant going against the tradition which most Indians did not approve of.
(d) India was not ready for Western influences.

Passage 2
Why is understanding Iran a subject of such great interest to many of us? Perhaps because it allows for a
shift in attention from a stereotypical consideration of the Iranian theocracy and Islamic fundamentalism—
fundamentalism
followed by the question of the country's
country s nuclear ambitions which has dominated the analyses of Iranian
politics for the past thirty-two
two years—to
years
a discussion of Iranian society and its sociological and political
actors. These include women'ss groups, youth and students, intellectuals and some workers'
workers groups,
representing a wide spectrum of ideologies, tactics and demands. Some are seeking only minor changes,
others serious
us reforms within the existing system and still others an immediate end to the regime through
a revolution.
One way or another, civil society has become the subject of intense debate in Iran today, in part because of
the limits of accountability and political
political decentralization in the country. The key actors in Iranian civil
society are most concerned with the structures that mediate between government and citizens; they are as
important as were the members of civil society in Poland and Czechoslovakia in the
th Communist period.
Civil society in Iran today does not merely mean running a market economy separate from the state.
Rather, it represents an alternative sphere of citizenship which holds a promise of individual autonomy
beyond the political and religiouss sectarian attitudes.
More than serving as just a 'voluntary sector' or a 'charitable sector', Iranian civil society is an 'ethical sector'.
It is an everyday effort to feel more at home as a citizen as opposed to being part of a society organized on a
theological-political
political basis. Because of their role in giving meaning to what does not currently exist, the moral
responsibility of members of Iranian civil society is greater than at any other previous time. As such, the idea
of civil society has moved to thee centre-stage
centre stage of political discourse in Iran today. Iranians rightly believe that
they are witnessing a most fateful turning point in the history of their nation.
It was Iranian civil society that produced the post-electoral
post electoral events in June 2009 and no one,
one inside or
outside Iran, predicted such a major shift in Iranian politics before it happened. There is common
agreement among the demonstrators and civil activists that the main contradiction in contemporary Iran is
one between authoritarian violence and democratic nonviolence. This is due to the fact that the protest
movement is nonviolent and civil in its methods of creating social change, while simultaneously seeking to
infuse an ethical dimension in Iranian politics.
8.

Which of the following is not being
b
sought in Iran?
(a) End of the regime
(b) Serious reforms
(c) A secular government
(d) None of the above

9.

Which of the following has not been mentioned as actors looking for a change in the political scenario
of Iran?
(a) Women's groups
(b) Politicians
(c) Youth and students
(d) None of the above
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10. Which of the following is not a cause for clash between the prevailing government and the civil society
in Iran?
(a) Authoritarian violence
(b) Iran's nuclear ambitions
(c) Theocracy
(d) None of these
11. What does civil society mean for the people in Iran?
(a) A stable government allowing autonomy to individuals.
(b) Ability to run a mixed economy separate from the state.
(c) Accountability and political decentralization.
decentral
(d) Alternative sphere of citizenship which holds a promise of individual autonomy beyond the
political and religious sectarian attitudes.
12. The third paragraph mentions a phrase "to feel at home as a citizen". What does it imply?
(a) The people
eople of Iran would like to continue with theocracy but without the fundamentalism.
(b) The people of Iran would like to change a few tenets of their law book to make it more
contemporary.
(c) The people of Iran are looking for more comfort and acceptance from the society and are unable
to adjust themselves and accept things in the current shape.
(d) The people of Iran would like theocracy to continue – but this time, the reins should be in the
hands of the Civil society and not the political fundamentalists.
fundamentali
13. It can be safely asserted that such a major shift in Iranian politics _____ imagined by anyone before it
actually happened.
(a) could have not been
(b) can not been
(c) could not have been
(d) can not have been

Passage 3
In 1775, James Adair published History of the American Indians, a work that historians have quoted as an
insight into the characteristics of eighteenth-century
eighteenth century Cherokee society. Residing with the Cherokee for over
forty years, the British Adair was considered an expert on the subject. However, his depiction of events has
lead to a false conclusion, a fault made by those who were not accurately pinpointing the timeline at which
his observations were made.
Adair noted that the Cherokee were settling in towns with some distance
distance between each other because
"the land will not admit any other settlement." The conclusion drawn from this statement was that the
deterioration of the Cherokee society was caused by a depletion of resources such as crops, acreage, and
wildlife.
However,
er, new findings suggest that it was outside stressors, such as warfare, that lead to the collapse.
What, then, of Adair's assertion? A recent study noted that because Adair chronicled his experiences over a
forty-year
year period, his quote could have referred to any interval within that span, not necessarily the final
stage of the society. Furthermore, after carefully examining cartographical data, which depicted an
abundance of land, anthropologists determined that the Cherokee society must have flourished until
un the
French and Indian wars added unexpected pressure and also usurped precious time that could have been
spent farming.
14. Which of the following most accurately expresses the main idea of the passage?
(a) Critics of Adair have misconstrued the meaning
meaning of a quote he obtained from a Cherokee person.
(b) Some historians have used Adair's work to form an unjustified conclusion.
(c) The Cherokee built towns far from each other in order to minimize impact on the land.
(d) Cartographical data provide evidence
ev
that one of Adair's claims is false.
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15. The author of the passage refers to the French and Indian wars in the final sentence in order to
(a) counter the idea that all Native American tribes were pacifist.
(b) pin down the time at which the Cherokee
Cher
society began its decline.
(c) suggest that it was war, not resource depletion that caused the Cherokee to settle in towns far
from each other.
(d) support an alternative hypothesis that combats other historians' misinterpretation of Adair's quote.
16. Which of the following best expresses the author of the passage's attitude toward the writing of
James Adair?
(a) Measured appreciation
(b) Unbridled enthusiasm
(c) Mild reservation
(d) Hostile contempt
17. Which of the following does the author
author of the passage use as evidence to support the position that
the French and Indian wars caused the decline of the Cherokee people?
(a) Adair's History of the American Indians
(b) A quote from a Cherokee person
(c) The pattern of depletion of natural resources
(d) Cartographical data
18. With which of the following statements would the author of the passage most likely agree?
(a) The Cherokee brought about their own demise by settling in towns too close to one another.
(b) It is impossible for a British academic to fully understand the plight of the Cherokee.
(c) During the forty years Adair lived with the Cherokee, their settlement pattern probably did not
change dramatically.
(d) Once he has dies, it is impossible to pin down exactly when an anthropologist may have received
a quote.

Passage 4
The education sector in India is in a ferment, hit by a storm long waiting to happen. The butterfly that
happed its wings was the much-reiterated
reiterated statement in a much-publicized
much publicized report that hardly a fourth
fo
of
graduating engineers, and an even smaller percentage of other graduates, was of employable quality for IT
sector jobs. This triggered a cyclone when similar views were echoed by other sectors and led to
widespread debate. Increased industry-academia
industry
interaction, "finishing schools",, and other efforts were
initiated as immediate measures to bridge skill deficits. These, however, did not work as some felt that
these are but Band-Aid
Aid solutions; instead, radical systemic reform is necessary.
Yet, there will be serious challenges to overdue reforms in the education system. In India-as
India
in many
countries education is treated as a holy cow; sadly, the administrative system that oversees it has also
been deceived. Today, unfortunately, there is no protest against
against selling drinking water or paying to be
cured of illness, or for having to buy food when one is poor and starving; nor is there an outcry that in all
these cases there are commercial companies operating on a profit making basis. Why, then, is there an
instinctively adverse reaction to the formal entry of for-profit'
for
institutes in the realm of education? Is
potable water, health or food, less basic need, less important a right, than higher education?
While there are strong arguments for free or subsidized
subsidize higher education, we are not writing on a blank
page.. Some individuals and businessmen had entered this sector long back and found devious ways of
making money, though the law stipulates that educational institutes must be 'not-for-profit'
'
trusts or
societies.
eties. Yet, there is opposition to the entry of for-profit'
for
corporates, which would be
more transparent and accountable. As a result, desperately needed investment in promoting the wider
reach of quality education has been stagnated at a time when financial
financial figures indicate that the allocation
of funds for the purpose is but a fourth of the need.
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Well-run
run corporate organizations, within an appropriate regulatory framework, would be far better than
the so called trusts which-barring
barring some noteworthy exceptions-are
are a blot on education. However, it is not
necessarily a question of choosing one over the other: different organizational forms can coexist, as they
do in the health sector. A regulatory framework which creates competition, in tandem with a rating
system,
em, would automatically ensure the quality and relevance of education. As in sectors like telecom, and
packaged goods, organizations will quickly expand into the hinterland to tap the large unmet demand. Easy
Loan/scholarship arrangements would ensure affordability
affo
and access.
The only real structural reform in higher education was the creation of the institutes for technology and
management. They were also given autonomy and freedom beyond that of the universities. However, in
the last few years, determined
d efforts have been underway to curb their autonomy. These institutes,
however, need freedom to decide on recruitment, salaries and admissions, so as to compete globally.
However, such institutes will be few. Therefore, we need a regulatory"
regulatory framework that will enable and
encourage States and the Centre, genuine philanthropists and also corporates to set up quality educational
institutions. The regulatory system needs only to ensure transparency, accountability, competition and
widely-available independent assessments or ratings. It is time for radical thinking, bold experimentation
and new structures; it is time for the government to bite the bullet.
19. Why, according to the author, did the initiatives such as increased industryindustry-academia and finishing
schools
ols did not help to bridge the skill deficit?
(i) These steps were only superficial remedies and the problem could be answered only by
reforming the entire education system.
(ii) These initiatives operated on a profit-making
profit making basis rather than aiming at any
a serious systemic
reforms.
one fourth of the need,
(ii) The allocation of funds to such initiatives was only one-fourth
(a) Only (i)
(b) Only (ii)
(c) Only (ii) and (iii)
(d) Only (i) and (ii)
20. Which of the following suggestions have been made by the author to improve the state of education
in India?
(i) Allowing the corporate organizations to enter the education sector
(ii) Easy availability of loans and scholarships for making education more affordable
(iii) A rating system for all the organizations
orga
to ensure quality
(a) Only (i)
(b) Only (i) and (ii)
(c) Only (i) and (iii)
(d) All (i), (ii) and (iii)
21. According to the author, what 'triggered a cyclone' which saw similar views on the state of education
being echoed across other sectors as well?
(a) The campaign for allowing corporates in the education sector on a 'for-profit'
'for profit' basis
(b) The support for the increase in the industry-academia
industry
interaction
(c) The report mentioning that only a small percentage of graduates were
were employable in software
industry
(d) The report supporting the idea of making education completely 'for-profit'
'for profit' in order to improve
upon the standards
22. Which argument does the author put forward when he compares the education sector with sectors
catering
ering to health, potable water etc.?
(a) Education should also be provided free of cost to all as health services and water.
(b) Taking an example from these sectors, there should be a protest against the commercialization of
education as well.
wing corporate entry in education would result in rampant corruption as in the sectors of
(c) Allowing
health, potable water etc.
(d) As in these sectors, commercial organizations should also be allowed to enter the education
sector
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23. What does the author mean by the
the phrase we are not writing on a blank page'
page in the context of the
passage?
non
(a) Corporates would never enter education if they are forced to function on a non-profit-making
basis.
(b) The commercialization of education has already started in India.
(c) Education has been reduced to a profit-making
profit making sector by some corporate organizations.
(d) Government will not allow corporates to enter education as India can't afford to have costly
education.
24. What is the author's main objective in writing the passage?
passa
(a) To suggest the ways to improve quality of education in India
(b) To highlight the corruption present in the education sector
(c) To compare the education sector with other sectors
(d) To suggest some temporary solutions to the problems in education
educa
25. According to the author, which of the following was the only step taken in order to reform higher
education?
(a) Allowing organizations to enter the education sector on a 'for-profit'
'for profit' basis
(b) Creation of autonomous institutes for management and
and technology which were not under
university control
(c) Setting up the regulatory framework for all the existing universities
(d) Making the availability of educational loans and scholarships easier

Passage 5
The Indian space programme has come a long
long way in the 57 years since its inception. From a fledgling
Sounding Rocket Launch Facility established in the early 1960s in Thumba near Trivandrum, it has matured
into a giant world-class
class space power. Today, ISRO sprawls across the country with huge launch
laun stations,
tracking centers, R&D facilities and manufacturing and data processing units, all engaged in highly
sophisticated and complex technological activities.
Notwithstanding its presence as one of the strong space faring nations today, the Indian space
s
programme
began in a modest way in 1962 with the formation of the Indian National Committee on Space Research
(INCOSPAR), barely five years after the launch of the Earth's first artificial satellite Sputnik-1,
Sputnik that heralded
the space age. This farsighted
ted critical decision and the later perseverant philosophy of the people who
steered the programme, facilitated India to master space technology.
The formal beginning of the Indian space programme can be traced to the launch of a Nike-Apache
Nike
sounding rocket
et on November 21, 1963 from Thumba, then a fishing hamlet near Thiruvananthapuram, the
capital of Kerala. Later, Thumba became an international sounding rocket launching facility and such
rockets were launched
d for upper atmospheric, geomagnetic
geomagnet and space research by many countries.
It was at this time Dr Vikram Sarabhai, the architect of the Indian space programme, set up a Space Science
and Technology Centre at Thumba for the development of technologies necessary for space research. In
1969, the Indian Space
ace Research Organisation, better known by its ubiquitous acronym ISRO, was formed.
Today, with a total work force of over 18,000, ISRO's establishments are functioning in many parts of the
country with each concentrating on a specific area. The country's public as well as private sector industries
are playing a crucial role in our space programme. Besides, academic institutions have also contributed to
the Indian space endeavour.
The 70s were the learning phase during which many experimental satellites were
were built, including India's
first satellite Aryabhata, which was launched on April 19, 1975 from a launch centre in the former Soviet
Union. Aryabhata laid firm foundation for the later immensely successful Indian satellite programme.
Bhaskara 1 and 2, the two experimental earth observation satellites, provided the rich experience and the
confidence to build complex operational remote sensing satellites. Today, India is a world leader in the
satellite-based
based remote sensing area.
Additionally, APPLE, India's first experimental communication satellite, though launched by the European
Ariane rocket, reached its final geosynchronous orbital home in June 1981 with the help of a rocket motor
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developed in India. Aryabhata, the two Bhaskaras, as well as APPLE were launched
launched free of cost, which
reflects India's successful international space cooperation policy. In the recent past, India has not only
flown foreign scientific instruments on-board
on board Indian spacecraft but has also launched them.
26. The primary purpose of thee passage is to –
(a) compare and contrast two different satellite programmes.
(b) explain a little-known
known discrepancy within space programmes.
(c) explain effective strategies for the successful endeavour in space.
(d) propose an alternative to the country's
country's overall development and technological advancement.
27. Which of the following can be inferred from the passage about ubiquitous acronym ISRO?
(a) it is mentioned in the select league of countries with the capability to launch satellites on their
own.
(b) it sprawls across the country with highly sophisticated and complex technological activities.
(c) it is usually providing valuable inputs to the satellite-based
satellite based remote sensing area.
(d) it can handle many parts of the country with each concentrating
concentrating on a specific area.
28. Which of the following statements is true as per the passage?
(a) India has a fleet of advanced remote sensing satellites equipped with high resolution to the
themes of resource survey.
(b) India's multipurpose operational satellite
satellite demonstrated its ability to bring about a rapid and
major revolution in India's telecommunications.
(c) ISRO's recognition spreads across the country with tracking centres, manufacturing and data
processing units.
(d) APPLE today is one of the largest
largest domestic communication satellite systems in Asia-pacific
Asia
region.
29. In the passage, the word 'ubiquitous' can be best substituted by
(a) Evanescent
(b) Ravenous
(c) Incendiary
(d) Omnipresent
30. The author of the passage refers to the country's
country's public as well as private sector industries
(a) demonstrate one example of an satellite that is farsighted critical to the space programme.
(b) refute the claim about the country's overall development and technological advancement.
(c) underscore
ore the need to support many parts of the country with each concentrating on a specific
area.
(d) demonstrate to contribute to our successful endevour in space programme.
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
Passage 1
operation Review Group (ICRG) of
of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) on Tuesday
The International Co-operation
recommended that Pakistan be retained on the 'Grey List', given its failure to completely implement the
27-point
point action plan to check terror financing.
The final decision would be announced on Friday, at the end of the five-day
day FATF Plenary session in [X1],
sources aware of the proceedings said.
It is understood that most of the group members were in favour of continuing the pressure on Pakistan to
execute all the measures suggested against funding to banned
banned terror outfits and United Nations designated
global terrorists operating from its soil.
Speaking in favour of Pakistan, [X2] and [X3] said Islamabad could be taken off the 'Grey List' in coming
June. Leaders of these two countries have already gone public
public on their plans to back Pakistan in the FATF.
According to the sources, Pakistan's Minister for Economic Affairs Hamad Azhar assured the group that all
the objectives would be achieved as early as June 2020. He claimed that since the last FATF plenary, the
t
country had taken all possible measures against terror financing.
Pakistan was presented with the 27-point
27 point action plan in the previous FATF meet in October last.
Mr. Azhar said Pakistan had acted against transnational terror funding operations on priority
priori and that it
had convicted an unprecedented number of persons, which includes Lashkar-eLashkar -Taiba (LeT) chief Hafiz
Saeed. All the shortcomings identified in the mutual evaluation report would also be addressed soon, he
added.
India countered Pakistan's claims,
ms, saying the recent action taken by Islamabad against Saeed and others
was an attempt to evade further FATF sanctions.
31. [X1], France's capital, is a major European city and a global center for art, fashion, gastronomy and
culture. What is the value of [X1]?
(a) Paris
(b) London
(c) Canberra
(d) Johannesburg
32. What is the value of [X2] and [X3]?
(a) Turkey & Australia
(b) Saudi Arab & Turkey
(c) Malaysia & Saudi Arab
(d) Turkey and Malaysia
33. How many member countries in FATF?
(a) 40
(c) 38

(b) 39
(d) 37

34. How many NATO members are there in 2020?
(a) 27
(b) 29
(c) 25
(d) 28
35. Where is the SAARC headquarters?
(a) Islamabad
(c) Kathmandu

(b) Delhi
(d) Dhaka

Passage 2
ister Harsh Vardhan has been nominated by the Global Alliance for Vaccines and
Union Health Minister
Immunisation (GAVI) as a member on its board, according to an official statement.
The GAVI Board is responsible for strategic direction and policy-making,
policy making, oversees the operations
operation of the
Vaccine Alliance and monitors programme implementation.
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Vardhan will be representing the South East Area Regional Office (SEARO)/Western Pacific Regional Office
(WPRO) constituency on the GAVI Board. The seat is currently held by Myint Htwe of Myanmar,
Mya
the Union
Health Ministry said in its statement.
The Union health minister will be representing India at the board from January 1, 2021, until December 31,
2023, it said.
The board normally meets twice a year in June and November-December
November December and holds an
a annual retreat,
generally in March or April. All these meetings are normally attended in-person.
in
With membership drawn from a range of partner organisations as well as experts from the private sector,
the board provides a forum for balanced strategic decision-making,
dec
making, innovation and partner collaboration,
the statement said.
GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance as part of its mission to save lives, reduce poverty and protect the world against
the threat of epidemics, has helped vaccinate more than 822 million children
children in the world's
world poorest
countries, preventing more than 14 million future deaths.
[X] presently serves as Chair of the GAVI Alliance Board.
36. Who is the present chairman of GAVI Alliance Board (value of [X])?
(a) Ngozi Okonjo-lweala
(b) William Roedy
(c) David Sidwell
(d) Margaret (Peggy) Hamburg
37. Which Indian pharmaceutical industry has partnered with GAVI and the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, to produce 100 million doses of Covid-19
Covid
vaccines?
(a) Serum Institute of India
(b) Sun Pharma
(c) CADILA
(d) Apex Pharmaceuticals
38. Recently, Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina has been conferred with prestigious 'Vaccine
Hero' award. The award has been introduced by –
(a) Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (Gavi)
(b) Bill and Melinda
elinda gates foundation
(c) United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
(d) Doctors without borders (MSF)
39. _________ has launched COVID-19
COVID
Technology Access Pool (C-TAP).
(a) NASA
(b) UNICEF
(c) DRDO
(d) World Health Organization
40. Who maintains the Twitter handle @vaccines?
(a) Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (Gavi)
(b) Very Adorable Cuddly Cute Institution of Nervous Eccentric Starfish (V.A.C.C.I.N.E.S.)
(c) UNICEF
(d) The Valuable Artifact Church Curators in North America,
America, European Union, and South America
(V.A.C.C.I.N.E.S)

Passage 3
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) should be exempted from caste reservations for faculty appointments
as they are institutes of national importance, proposes an expert panel
panel appointed to recommend measures
to better implement reservations at IITs.
In a report submitted to [X], additional secretary, department of higher education, Ministry of Education
(MoE), on July 17, the committee proposed that the institutes be included
included in the list of ‘Institutes of
Excellence' which are exempted from caste-based
caste based reservations according to the Central Educational
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Institutions (Reservation in Teachers'
Teachers Cadre) Act (CEI Act) of 2019. The committee report, a copy of which
has been accessed by HT, was recently released following a right to information (RTI) plea filed by an
activist in Uttar Pradesh.
The eight-member
member committee was formed by the MoE in April to suggest measures for effective
implementation of reservation rules in admission and faculty selection at IITs. [Y], director IIT-Delhi
IIT
and
chairperson of the committee, said the report was final and refused to comment further. "It has been
submitted to the ministry," he said.
While the report does not remark on implementation of reservations
reservations in admissions to undergraduate and
postgraduate courses, it proposes that since IITs were established under the Act of Parliament as
institutions of national importance, they should be exempted from reservation rules in faculty recruitment.
"IITs oughtt to be listed under the Schedule to the CEI Act, 2019, for exemption from reservations,"
reservations, the
report stated. The list currently constitutes eight institutions including the Homi Bhabha National Institute
and its five constituent institutes – Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Space Physics Laboratory and
Indian Institute of Remote Sensing.
According to the Government of India (GoI) norms, 10% of all positions are reserved for candidates
belonging to the economically weaker sections (EWS), 27% from other
other backward class (OBC) category, 15%
for scheduled cast (SC) category, 7.5% for scheduled tribe (ST) category and 5% for candidates with
physical disabilities.
The report and its recommendations have been condemned by several student bodies across the country
coun
such as the Students Federation of India and All India OBC Students Association. "Ironically,
Ironically, the committee
formed to study the violation of reservation norms in IITs has requested the government to add IITs to the
class of reservation-exempted
exempted institutions
institutions in the country. The recommendation was especially on
exempting IITs from fulfilling reservation norms in teaching faculty recruitment. The committee has also
blatantly lied about IITs following reservation norms in all academic levels [UG and PG],"
PG], read a statement
by the Ambedkar Periyar Phule Study Circle, demanding that the MoE reject the demand for IITs to be
included in the list of reservation-exempted
exempted institutions.
41. Who has been appointed as Additional secretary, department of higher education,
educatio Ministry of Human
Resource Development (value of [X])?
(a) Dr. Vineet Joshi
(b) Rakesh Ranjan
(c) Amit Khare
(d) J.S. Saini
42. Eight-member
member committee was formed by the Ministry of Education to suggest measures for effective
implementation of reservation rules in admission and faculty selection at IITs. Who is the chairman of
this committee (value of [Y])?
(a) Prakash Javadekar
(b) V Ramgopal Rao
(c) Ramesh Pokhriyal
(d) Mansukh L. Mandaviya
43. Consider the following statements.
1. Right
ight to Information is not expressly mentioned in any of the three lists in the seventh schedule
of the constitution.
2. Thus, RTI falls in the residuary powers category belong to the Union Government, State
Governments are not allowed to legislate on it.
Which of the statement given above is / are correct.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
44. Under which one of the following provisions is reservation for the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes in every Panchayat made?
(a) Article 243 (Q) of the Constitution of India
(b) Article 243 (V) of the Constitution of India
(c) Article 243 (S) of the Constitution of India
(d) Article 243 (D) of the Constitution of India
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45. Who has the right to decide that who will be included
included in the list of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribes?
(b) President
(a) Parliament
(c) Supreme Court
(d) Governor of the state

Passage 4
The Left Democratic Front government in Kerala suffered a jolt after Governor [X] turned down its request
r
to convene a special session of the assembly to pass a resolution against the new farm laws enacted by the
Centre.
The Kerala government was planning to convene a special session. Earlier the government had approached
the Governor with a recommendation
recommendation to convene the house and he later sought certain clarifications on
this. Though the state government replied to the clarifications, the Governor found they were not
satisfactory. The Governor also felt that there was no emergency in order to convene a special session in
such a short time.
The ruling CPI (M) is yet to react but the opposition Congress has criticised the Governor's
Governor decision. "He is
acting like an agent of the BJP. His decision is not acceptable. It is the prerogative of the house to decide
decid
whether an issue is urgent or not,"
not, said Congress deputy leader in the house K C Joseph. Reeling under
many issues like gold smuggling and alleged kickbacks in government projects, the CPI (M) is not likely to
engage in an open confrontation with the Governor.
Gov
Opposition Congress and other parties had also pledged their support to the move to introduce a
resolution. In the [Y]-member
member house, the BJP has a single legislator. The government was planning a oneone
hour session to pass a motion to reject these bills
bills after putting it to vote. But its plan fell flat with the
Governor's decision.
Earlier the BJP had criticised the move by calling it a politically motivated decision. "It
" is nothing more than
a political gimmick. It is as futile as passing a resolution against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),"
(CAA), said
minister of state for external affairs V Muraleedharan. Earlier the state had announced its plan to challenge
the three farm laws in the Supreme Court.
46. Who is the present governor of Kerala (value of [X])?
[
(a) Nikhil Kumar
(b) Sheila Dikshit
(c) Arif Mohammad Khan
(d) P Sathasivam
47. How many members are there in Kerala Legislative Assembly (value of [Y])?
(a) 160
(b) 154
(c) 140
(d) 148
48. When can the Governor of a State issue
issu an ordinance?
(a) When the Union Government asks him to do so
(b) Whenever there is a law and order problem in the State
(c) Whenever the State Legislature is not in session and the Governor is satisfied that immediate
action is needed
(d) Whenever the Judiciary
udiciary advises him to do so
49. Which one of the following statements is correct?
(a) In India, the same person cannot be appointed as Governor for two or more States at the same
time
(b) The Judges of the High Court of the States in India are appointed
appointed by the Governor of the State
just as the Judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President
(c) No procedure has been laid down in the Constitution of India for the removal of a Governor from
his/her post
(d) In the case of a Union Territory having a legislative setup, the Chief Minister is appointed by the
Lt. Governor on the basis of majority support.
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50. Which one of the following is constitutionally obligatory on the part of the Chief Minister of a State?
(a) As the Governor is the head of the State, the Chief Minister has to take all major decisions
regarding administration only after prior approval by the Governor.
(b) The Chief Minister has to communicate to the Governor all decisions of the cabinet relating to
administration and proposals
proposa for legislation.
(c) As the ministers are appointed by the Governor, the Chief Minister has to go by Governor's
discretion in the allocation of business among the ministers.
(d) The Chief Minister, if he happens to be the leader of a party not having the
th required majority,
should prove his majority strength in the State Legislative Assembly within the period stipulated
by the Governor.

Passage 5
A high-level
level committee, headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has been constituted to commemorate
the [X] birth anniversary celebrations of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, starting January 23. A gazette
notification to this effect was issued late.
The 85-member committee — which includes no less than 10 central ministers and seven chief ministers —
will decide on the activities for a year-long
year long commemoration. Besides the PM, ministers and
parliamentarians, its members also include distinguished citizens, historians, authors, experts, family
members of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, as well as eminent persons associated with Azad Hind Fauj (INA),
says a statement issued by the Ministry of Culture. The names also feature actors Kajol and Mithun
Chakrabarty, musician AR Rahman, cricketer Sourav Ganguly, and Medanta chairman Ravi Kasliwal.
As per the Ministry'ss statement, the
the committee will lend guidance to the commemoration activities in
Delhi, Kolkata and other places associated with Netaji and Azad Hind Fauj, in India as well as overseas. Its
mandate is to "approve
approve policies/plans, programmes and supervise and guide the Commemoration
Co
of the
[X] Birth Anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, including preparatory activities".
activities It will also decide on
the broad dates for the detailed programme of celebration, and its recommendations will be considered by
the government for implementation,
plementation, subject to extant rules, instructions and practices, says the gazette
notification.
The committee is likely to meet soon, as the date to start the celebrations is approaching.
Additionally, Union Culture Minister, whose name has been included in the panel as well, has chaired a
meeting with senior officials from the ministry, besides family members of Bose and a section of historians
and Army veterans. As per the deliberations, documents, photos and memorabilia available with the
families of Bose
ose and other INA members will be brought together in Kolkata to take the form of a
dedicated museum, and the Bose museum at [Y] will be expanded. A calendar of important dates
associated with Netaji will be drawn up and embassies will be involved in taking
takin the commemoration
beyond Indian shores.
On January 23, a grand exhibition on Netaji will be held at Victoria Memorial, Kolkata. Also, the name of
"an eminent personality" is being finalised to deliver the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Memorial lecture on
the day.
Meanwhile, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee — also named in the Central committee — has
also announced the state'ss plans for January 23, which include the setting up a national university in Bose's
Bose
name, besides building an Azad Hind Memorial
Memorial in the state and taking out a grand parade in Kolkata. The
Chief Minister also said she has written to the Centre, demanding that January 23 be declared a national
holiday and all records relating to Bose's
Bose disappearance be made public.
51. What is the value of [X]?
(a) 124th
(c) 126th

(b) 127th
(d) 125th

52. Recently PM Modi inaugurated Subhash Chandra Bose museum at (value of [Y]?
(a) Jallianwala Bagh
(b) Gateway of India
(c) Amer Fort
(d) Red Fort
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53. Which of the following
lowing statement is/are correct about Subhash Chandra Bose?
(i) He was born on 23 Jan. 1891
(ii) He was the founder of the Indian National Army.
(iii) His father was Janakinath Bose.
(a) Only (i), (ii)
(b) Only (iii)
(c) Only (ii), (iii)
(d) None of the above
54. Which of the following is not correct about Subhash Chandra Bose?
(a) He is called the beacon of light of Asia.
(b) He became the congress president for the first time in 1939.
(c) He proclaimed the "Dilli Chalo".
(d) He said,
d, "Give me blood, I will give you freedom".
55. Which of the following leader is not associated with Azad Hind Fauz?
(a) Major General Shah Nawaz Khan
(b) Colonel Prem Kumar Sahgal
(c) Colonel Shaukat Ali Malik
(d) Kartar singh
56. Which of the following
lowing book is NOT written by Subhash Chandra Bode?
(a) Letters to Emilie Schenkl 1934-1942
1934
(b) An Indian Pilgrim
Writings and Speeches 1943-1945
1943
(c) Chalo Delhi-Writings
(d) None of these

Passage 6
Globally, countries have collectively failed to stop the growth
growth in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions due to
which deeper and faster cuts are now required to avert climate catastrophe.
This is from the recently published United Nations Gap Emissions Report [X] that presents a grim
assessment on the yawning gap between ‘what countries have committed and what they actually require
to do to limit greenhouse gas targets'.
targets
"There
There is no sign of GHG emissions peaking in the next few years; every year of postponed peaking means
that deeper and faster cuts will be required. By 2030,
2030, emissions would need to be 25 per cent and 55 per
cent lower than in 2018 to put the world on the least-cost
least cost pathway to limiting global warming to below 2˚C
and 1.5°C respectively," the report stated.
The [Y] has warned that going beyond 1.5 degrees celsius means the "bringing
bringing of eve wider-ranging
wider
and
more destructive climate impacts" including storm and heatwaves.
The report categorically stated that if serious climate action had been taken in 2010, then the cuts required
per year to meet the projected emissions levels for 2°C and 1.5°C would only have been 0.7 per cent and
3.3 per cent per year on average. "However,
"
since this did not happen, the required cuts in emissions are
now 2.7 per cent per year from 2020 for the 2°C goal and 7.6 per cent per year on average for the 1.5°C
goal. Evidently, greater cuts will be required the longer that action is delayed."
delayed.
G20 members account for 78 per cent of
of all global greenhouse gas emissions. Out of the 20 members, six
of them which include China, the EU28, India, Mexico, Russia, and Turkey are slated to meet their
unconditional NDC targets with current policies. However, India, Russia, and Turkey are projected
proj
to be
more than 15 per cent lower than their NDC target emission levels, the report said.
But the new gap report also offers a solution: "If
If current unconditional NDCs are fully implemented, there
is a 66 per cent chance that warming will be limited to 3.2°C by the end of the century. If conditional NDCs
are also effectively implemented, warming will likely reduce by about 0.2°C."
0.2°C.
57. United Nations Gap Emissions Report published on (value of [X])
(a) 2018
(b) 2019
(c) 2020
(d) 2021
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58. [Y] was established in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). What is [Y]?
(a) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(b) The United Nations Development Programme
(c) The inter National Development Council (INDC)
(d) None of these
59. The Kigali agreement was an amendment to which of the following international conventions aimed at
conserving the environment?
(a) Montreal Protocol
(b) Stockholm Convention
(c) Bonn Convention
(d) Kyoto Protocol
Assessment describes the following major categories of ecosystem
60. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
services-provisioning,
provisioning, supporting, regulating, preserving and cultural. Which one of the following is
supporting service?
(a) Production of food and water
(b) Control of climate and disease
(c) Nutrient cycling and crop pollination
(d) Maintenance of diversity
61. Global Environment Outlook Report is published by which of the following organization?
(a) UNEP
(b) UNDP
(c) WMO
(d) World Bank

Passage 7
ollar deal to purchase the Russian-made
Russian
S-400 air defence system may trigger US
India's multi-billion-dollar
sanctions on New Delhi, a US Congressional report has warned.
The Congressional Research Service (CRS) – an independent and bipartisan research wing of US Congress –
in its latest
est report to Congress, said India is "eager for more technology-sharing
sharing and co-production
co
initiatives, while the United States urges more reforms in India's
India s defence offsets policy and higher Foreign
Direct Investment caps in its defence sector."
sector.
Prepared for the members of the Congress for them to take informed decisions, the report went on to
warn that "India's multi-billion
billion dollar deal to purchase the Russian-made
Russian
S-400
400 air defence system may
trigger US sanctions on India under the Countering America's
America Adversaries
dversaries Through Sanctions Act."
Act.
The CRS' reports are neither an official report of the US Congress nor reflect the view of Congressmen.
They are prepared by independent experts for the lawmakers to take informed decisions.
In October [X], India had signed
ed a USD 5 billion deal with Russia to buy five units of the S-400
S
air defence
missile systems, despite a warning from the Trump administration that going ahead with the contract may
invite US sanctions.
In 2019, India made the first tranche of payment of around USD 800 million to Russia for the missile
systems.
The S-400 is known as Russia'ss most advanced long-range
long
surface-to-air
air missile defence system.
Last month, Russia had said that implementation of its ongoing defence deals with India including the
supply of a batch of S-400
400 missile systems is advancing well notwithstanding the threat of US sanctions.
At a press conference in New Delhi last month, Russian ambassador to India [Y] appeared to criticise the US
sanctions on Turkey for procuring the S-400
S
missile systems under a USD 2.5 billion deal, saying Moscow
does not recognise such unilateral actions.
"We
We do not recognise or welcome unilateral sanctions as a language or tool or instrument of interstate or
international relations, other than those applied
applied by the UN Security Council, this is also the case of Turkey,"
Turkey,
he said.
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62. When did India signed a USD 5 billion deal with Russia to buy five units of the S-400
S
air defence missile
systems (value of [X])?
(b) 2018
(a) 2019
(c) 2017
(d) 2016
[Y])
63. What is the name of Russian ambassador to India (value of [Y])?
(a) Vyacheslav Trubnikov
(b) Alexander Kadakin
(c) Alexander Kadakin
(d) Nikolay Kudashev
64. Which of the following is the correct description of the S-400
S
Triumf?
(a) Anti-submarine
bmarine warfare helicopter
(b) Naval surveillance system
(c) Third generation Unmanned Combat Aerial Vehicle
(d) Anti-aircraft
aircraft weapon system
65. With reference to S-400
400 missile system, consider following statements
1. It is an air defense system developed
deve
by the United States of America.
2. It is an aircraft launched missile system.
Select the correct statement.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both
(d) None
66. Consider the following statements regarding Rudram missile.
1. Rudram is India'ss first indigenous anti-radiation
anti
missile.
2. It is an air-to-surface
surface missile, designed and developed by the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO).
3. Anti-radiation
radiation missiles are designed to detect, track and neutralise the adversary's
adversary radar,
communication assets and other radio frequency sources.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) 1 and 3
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LOGICAL REASONING
Passage 1
From demonstrations against police brutality in Nigeria
Nige to anti-mask
mask activism in America, protests around
the world have had different catalysts and ambitions, fallen on different sides of the political spectrum and
occurred under wildly differing forms of government. But they have often been leaderless, horizontally
ho
structured and heavily reliant on digital media. In many places, though, they share another similarity: they
are struggling to sustain momentum as coronavirus restrictions continue to constrain activism and as
incumbent governments get better at countering the 21st-century
century digital tools used by protesters.
The internet and, in particular, social media have opened new vistas for protesters and have transformed
street activism. An adage of Bruce Lee, a martial-arts
martial
star—"Be
Be formless, shapeless, like
lik water"—defined
young Hong Kong protesters' tactics in 2019. They eschewed the immobile sit-ins
sit ins of the past for fluid,
nimble-footed
footed provocations, communicating on encrypted apps such as Telegram. They confounded
authorities with their flash-mob
mob tactics, rapidly mobilising in thousands to shut down the city airport or
sing their anthem in shopping malls. Extinction Rebellion, an environmental movement, embraced similar
techniques to bring British cities to a halt during their climate protests.
These movements,
nts, though typically dominated by the young, have been multi-generational,
multi generational, multi-class
multi
and multi-ethnic.
ethnic. Most lacked obvious leaders (or are, as many prefer it, "leaderful""). Rather than following
a charismatic figurehead, they have united around icons as diverse and bizarre as milk tea; a rubber duck;
and a "pussy" hat (a pink design, with cats'
cats ears, inspired by notorious recorded remarks by President
Donald Trump). This has enabled them to survive despite the arrest of prominent campaigners. Wong YikYik
mo, of Hong Kong'ss Civil Human Rights Front, currently in exile in Taiwan, says that if China arrests 1,000
"leaders", "another
another 1,000 will emerge to take their place".
place . The Hong Kong authorities, who, also on January
6th, rounded up dozens of pro-democracy
democracy activists
activists for their involvement in an unofficial virtual "primary
election" last year, seem ready to test the hypothesis.
Digital dexterity also provided protesters with a degree of protection. Warnings can be pinged instantly to
thousands. In Hong Kong, HKmap.live
ap.live tracked the real-time
real time movement of police, vehicles and tear-gas
tear
through crowd sourced data (though, under pressure from the Chinese and Hong Kong governments,
Apple removed the app). This matters: consequences can be dire. Protesters have been tortured
tort
in Belarus
and shot in Nigeria, Chile, Iraq, Egypt, and elsewhere.
[Excerpts from https://www.economist.com/international/2021/01/16/digital-media
https://www.economist.com/international/2021/01/16/digital media-fuel-global-protestsbut-can-be-used-against-them]
drawn from the first paragraph?
67. Which of the following assumption can be from drawn
(a) It is being assumed that having leaders might be good to maintain the momentum of the protest
if its not digital.
(b) Activism and incumbency are the main reason why nowadays protest are being hijacked.
(c) It has become easy
sy for the government in power to control the protest according to their protocols.
(d) Corona-virus
virus situation seems to be the main dent in the way protest is being without leaders.
68. Which of the following would weaken the overall claim made in the last
last paragraph?
(a) Digital literacy is most important thing for any digital movement.
(b) Going digital may be vulnerable and there may be cases of data breach.
(c) Messages being pinged are one of the best parts of digital social media platforms.
(d) As long
ng as digital technology serves the benefit of the mass, it should be channelized to make to
harvest best result.
69. Which of the following can be inferred from the passage?
(a) Arrest of major leaders Hong Kong protest was main reason behind people started
star
doubting the
digital form of protest.
(b) Digital form of form of protest seems to be a success just because people started raising their
voice around its alternative.
(c) Hong Kong and British climate protest would never have been successful if digital
digita literacy was not
in the foray.
(d) None of the above
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70. Consider this statement from the passage "Digital
Digital dexterity also provided protesters with a degree of
protection" and answer accordingly.
(a) Its form one the basic premise of main conclusion of the
th passage.
(b) It in itself is the main conclusion of the passage.
(c) It is justification o the main point of the passage.
(d) None of the above
71. Which of the following assumptions can be drawn from the given statement
statement extracted from the
passage?
"Thee internet and, in particular, social media have opened new vistas for protesters and have
transformed street activism"
(i) Most Protesters owns this new form of protest with open heart.
(ii) Protest with the help of Social media will hamper the cause of those
those protest where digital literacy
is still very law.
(a) Both (i) and (ii)
(b) Neither (i) nor (ii)
(c) Only (ii)
(d) Only (i)

Passage 2
STEM education is, without a doubt, a key driver of the future of work. However, its relevance goes far
beyond this. Through experiential learning, STEM education can help promote the understanding and
application of science to everyday modern life, and thus help dispel deeply-rooted
deeply rooted social myths and
misconceptions – barriers – particularly in the area of gender
gender equality and parity. UN agencies, in
particular, stress on the spiral effect it can achieve by augmenting diversity and agency of women in
ecological sustainability.
In this context, it is prudent to point out that even the smallest intervention can have a catalytic impact on
girls. For example, encouraging girls to attain non-cognitive
non cognitive skills through experiential learning, along with
facilitated sessions on agency building, life skills, career counselling and mentoring, has helped girls across
the IBM
M Stem for Girls project areas to inspire and promote the idea of STEM futures.
Training teachers with the appropriate knowledge, teaching methods, along with some form of
enablement to support them in becoming change agents can help boost girls'
girls interest and confidence and
deal with parents' awareness of the issues surrounding stereotypes.
Another critical factor that could go a long way is building the right policy environment. The recently
passed National Education Policy (NEP) supports the social and economic
economic inclusion for girls, but it does not
directly address STEM education – something that can go a long way to achieve the vision of quality
education for all.
Private sector initiatives could also have a catalytic role. Overall, a 360-degree
360 degree approach can
c support the
systemic growth of digital literacy and access to technology and trigger a much-needed
much
shift towards
making STEM education a reality for girls in India.
72. Why does the author assert that the importance of STEM education goes far beyond being
bei a key
driver for future of work?
(a) STEM helps one develop a confident attitude.
(b) STEM promotes the understanding and application of science to everyday modern life, and thus
helps dispel social myths, misconceptions and barriers.
(c) STEM education
ion helps in holistic personality development.
(d) None of the above
73. What is the course of action suggested by the author for STEM to have a catalytic impact on girls?
(a) Encouraging girls to attain non-cognitive
non cognitive skills through experiential learning,
learnin
(b) facilitated sessions on agency building and life skills.
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of the above.
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74. What is the central theme of the passage?
(a) How can STEM education help in the advancement of girl child
(b) IBM and STEM education
(c) How can NEP help in advancement of girl child
(d) None of the above.
75. Which of the following is true according to the passage?
(a) STEM is important only as the future of work.
(b) Policies do not matter as they are rarely implemented.
(c) STEM would
ld help in eliminating social barriers for girl child.
(d) None of the above
76. "Another critical factor that could go a long way is building the right policy environment." Which of
the following statements, if true, weakens the author's argument?
(a) The right policies are effective in bringing about the desired change.
(b) It is not just the creation but the implementation of policies which is important.
(c) NEP is a good policy and can actually advance the girl child's growth.
(d) None of the above.

Passage 3
UK reputation,
The attorney general, Suella Braverman, was on Saturday accused of sacrificing the UK's
sidelining legal advisers and bypassing the ministerial code during an extraordinary confrontation with
some of the country's top lawyers.
During
ring the annual general meeting of the Bar Council, Braverman was asked how Britain could retain "a
shred of credibility" in imploring other countries to follow international law after revealing its own
willingness to breach international agreements.
The criticisms
riticisms came after the government last week unveiled plans to give ministers sweeping powers to
"disapply" part of the Brexit agreement even though this was against the ministerial code.
The attacks came as Boris Johnson faced a growing rebellion over the
the explosive proposals in the internal
market bill, with more senior Tories suggesting they could not support provisions that ministers admit
breach international law. Five Queens Counsels confronted the attorney general during Saturday's
Saturday
meeting, telling her
er that a crime which broke the law in a "specific
specific and limited way"
way – the phrase used by
the Northern Ireland secretary, Brandon Lewis, when he announced the move – was still a crime.
Asked if she believed ministers were breaking the ministerial code with the legislation, Braverman on
Saturday dodged the question by stating that the code was not legally enforceable. Pressed, she suggested
the cabinet secretary had ruled that the code would not be breached.
Braverman was asked what had changed since former justice
ustice minister Lord Faulks stated in 2015 that
ministers would not breach international law. She said his statement reflected "government
government policy at the
time".
[Extracted, with edits and revisions, from https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/sep/12/tophttps://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/sep/12/top
lawyers-slam-suella-braverman-for--wrecking-uks-reputation]
77. Suella Braverman would not be in agreement with which of the following?
(a) It is not a crime to bypass specific parts of an international agreement.
(b) Some parts of the Brexit agreement need not be adhered to.
(c) Even the smallest breach of an agreement is a crime.
(d) Government policies change over time.
78. Which of the following was a premise for the accusations levelled at Braverman?
(a) She made contradictory statements about the ministerial
mini
code.
(b) The ministerial code is legally enforceable contrary to what she claimed.
(c) She implored other countries to honour international agreements.
(d) She was instrumental in the empowering of ministers to 'disapply' parts of an international
agreement.
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79. Which of the following is an assumption made by the top UK lawyers who accused Braverman?
(a) UK has been requested to honour international agreements.
(b) Braverman has been influenced by anti-Brexit
anti
supporters.
(c) Braverman's actions willl harm UK economically.
(d) UK has always upheld international agreements.
80. Which of the following can be inferred from a reading of the passage?
(a) The Brexit deal is unfair to UK
(b) The current UK government policy sanctions the partial breaching of
of international agreements.
(c) UK government policy in the past sanctioned the breaching of the ministerial code.
(d) UK ministers would be commiting a criminal act if they bypassed the ministerial code.
true had the attorney general not sidelined legal advisers?
81. Which of the following is most likely to be true
(a) They would have advised her against any plan that would involve a breach of international
agreements.
(b) The Brexit agreement would not have been agreed to by UK.
(c) They would have advised her
he against adhering to Lord Faulk'ss commitments.
(d) They would have advised her to exit Brexit.

Passage 4
Twenty and more years ago, the mantra was: If the government or public sector cannot get the job done,
hand it over to the private sector. And who is
is to argue that this approach has not worked? We only have to
look at the private airlines, phone companies, private banks (or at least some of them), and the postpost
privatization record of the metals companies (aluminum, copper, and zinc) to accept the broad
broa conclusion
that in open competition the public sector comes off a poor second-best
second best and that the consumer is best
served when private players are allowed entry.
This fairly straightforward narrative has now changed. Because the flip side of the story about
abo bankrupt
government-owned
owned banks is private borrowers. As the figures for the banks' non-performing
non performing assets climb
remorselessly from one miserable quarter to the next, and as the requirement of additional capital needed
by banks soars to quite simply impossible
impossible levels, India's private sector must surely have questions to
answer. However impecunious the government-run
government run power distribution companies may be, and however
much bankrupt companies like Air India may have borrowed, they are not the reason for the banks'
ba
troubles. Everyone knows that, at the end of the day, the government will pick up the tab and the banks'
money is safe. The problematic debt is private debt. And it is not just the communists who note that if the
banks are in trouble, it is not primarily
primar because of farm loan write-offs.
You could argue that business is inherently risky, the upheavals in many markets over the past decade
were not anticipated, and the perils of getting into long-gestation
long gestation infrastructure projects were not fully
understood.
d. All of that would be acceptable as an explanation if other questions did not intrude.
People accused of grossly over-invoicing
invoicing imports related to domestic projects argue in defense that their
costs were the lowest, but that only raises questions about what others with higher costs were doing—
doing
were they creaming off even more? Those who bagged bank funds for highway projects on the basis of
vastly inflated capital costs have similar questions to answer. Note also that the airlines say our airport
charges are among the highest in the world; is that too on account of inflated project costs?
If we assume significant private corporate failure in all these areas, what are the implications for the
future—especially
especially (but not only) for making infrastructure investment
investment happen? If the nature of our political
funding means that adverse selection remains a high risk, we can no longer argue simplistically that, if the
government or public sector can't do the job, call in the private sector.
82. What assumption underliness the statement that if government or public sector cannot get the job
done, call in the private sector?
(a) Private sector is profit driven and hence more result oriented.
(b) Private sector has more talent.
(c) Private sector always has more money.
(d) None of the above
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83. "Everyone knows that, at the end of the day, the government will pick up the tab and the banks'
money is safe." The author gives this argument to support which statement?
(a) Government is the lender of last resort.
(b) Public debt
bt is safer than private debt
(c) Government has incessant money.
(d) All of the above
84. What is the key idea being discussed by the author?
(a) Private sector can no longer be looked at to salvage the failures of public sector.
(b) Government now has
as more money than private companies.
(c) Public debt is safer than private debt.
(d) Both (b) and (c)
85. Which of the following is true according to the passage?
(a) Private sector is the saviour of government and public sectors.
(b) Governments clean
an up the mess created by public sector.
(c) Private and public sectors cannot co-exist.
co
(d) None of the above.
86. "the flip side of the story about bankrupt government-owned
government owned banks is private borrowers" What does
the author imply by this statement?
(a) There are no bankrupt government banks.
(b) Private borrowers always borrow from public banks
(c) Government banks are bankrupt because private banks have defaulted on their debts.
(d) None of the above

Direction for questions 87 to 89: Read the information
information given below and answer the questions that follow:
(i) In a family of six persons A, B, C, D, E and F, there are two married couples
(ii) D is grandmother of A and mother of B.
(iii) C is wife of B and mother of F.
(iv) F is the grand-daughter of E.
87. What is C to A?
(a) Daughter
(b) Grandmother
(c) Mother
(d) Cannot be determined
88. How many male members are there in the family?
(a) 2
(b) 3
(c) 4
(d) Cannot be determined
89. Which of the following is true?
(a) A is the brother of F
(c) D has two grandsons

(b) A is the sister of F
(d) None of the above

90. Statement: Prabodh wrote a second letter to his mother after a month as he did not receive any reply
to the first.
Assumptions:
I. Prabodh's motherr did not receive the letter.
II. Prabodh expected to receive a reply within a month of writing the first letter.
III. His mother promptly sends a reply to his letters.
(a) Only II and III
(b) Only II
(c) Only I and III
(d) None of these
Direction for questions 91 & 92: Study the information given below carefully and answer the questions
that follow:
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On a playing ground, Dinesh, Kunal, Nitin, Atul and Prashant are standing as described below facing the
North.
ht of Atul.
(i) Kunal is 40 metres to the right
(ii) Dinesh is 60 metres to the south of Kunal.
(iii) Nitin is 25 metres to the west of Atul.
(iv) Prashant is 90 metres to the west of Atul.
91. Who is to the north-east
east of the person who is to the left of Kunal?
(a) Dinesh
(b) Nitin
(c) Atul
(d) None of these
92. If a boy walks from Nitin, meets Atul followed by Kunal, Dinesh and then Prashant, how many metres
has he walked if he has travelled the straight distance all through?
(a) 155 metres
(b) 185 metres
(c) 215 metres
(d) 245 metres
93. Statement: Sadly, because of the COVID 19 pandemic, all the football teams' race to win the title was
put on hold, and when it resumed, the fans missed out on participating live in the stadium.
Conclusions:
o the pandemic, fans were not allowed to enter the stadium.
I. Due to
II. The football teams' chances of winning the title were ruined due to the pandemic.
(a) Only conclusion I follows
(b) Only conclusion II follows
(c) Neither I nor II follows
(d) Both I and II follow

Direction for questions 94 to 96: In the following question, two statements are given and these
statements are followed by two conclusions numbered (I)
( and (II).
). You have to take the given two
statements to be true even if they seem to be at
at variance from commonly known facts. Read the
conclusions and then decide which of the given conclusions logically follows from the two given
statements, disregarding commonly known facts.
94. Statement: Some glasses are spoons
Some jugs are spoons.
Conclusions: I. All Jugs being glasses is a possibility.
II. Some spoons are Jugs
(a) If only conclusion I follows
(b) If only conclusion II follows
(c) If neither conclusion
onclusion I nor II follows
(d) If both the conclusions follow.
95. Statements: All buildings are chalks.
No chalk is toffee.
Conclusions: I. No building is toffee
II. All chalks are buildings.
(a) If only conclusion I follows
(b) If only conclusion II follows
(c) If neither conclusion
onclusion I nor II follows
(d) If both the conclusions
ons follow.
96. Statements: Some bags are hots.
All hots are cakes.
Conclusion: I. All cakes are bags.
bags
II. All bags are cakes.
(a) If only conclusion I follows
(b) If only conclusion II follows
(c) If neither conclusion I nor II follows
(d) If both the conclusions follow
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LEGAL REASONING
Passage 1
As the economy struggles with the lockdown, some state governments last week decided to make
significant changes in the application of labour laws.
laws The most significant changes were announced by
three BJP-ruled states- UP, MP and Gujarat — but several other states, ruled by the Congress (Rajasthan
and Punjab) as well as BJD-ruled
ruled Odisha, too made some changes, although smaller in scope. UP, the most
populous state, has made the boldest changes as it summarily
summarily suspended the application of almost all
labour laws in the state for the next three years.
On the face of it, these changes are being brought about to incentivise economic activity in the respective
states. Keeping aside the questions of law — labour
our falls in the Concurrent List and there are many laws
enacted by the Centre that a state cannot just brush aside — the key question is: Are these the longlong
pending reforms of the labour market that economists used to talk about, or is the suspension of labour
l
laws an ill-timed
timed and retrograde step that critics have made it out to be?
Estimates vary but there are over 200 state laws and close to 50 central laws. And yet there is no set
definition of "labour laws" in the country. The main objectives of the Factories
actories Act,
Act for instance, are to
ensure safety measures on factory premises, and promote health and welfare of workers. The Shops and
Commercial Establishments Act, on the other hand, aims to regulate hours of work, payment, overtime,
weekly day off with pay, other holidays with pay, annual leave, employment of children and young
persons, and employment of women.
The Minimum Wages Act covers more workers than any other labour legislation. The most contentious
labour law, however, is the Industrial Disputes
Dispute Act, 1947 as it relates to terms of service such as layoff,
retrenchment, and closure of industrial enterprises and strikes and lockouts.
Theoretically, it is possible to generate more employment in a market with fewer labour regulations.
However, as experience
erience suggests, dismantling worker protection laws have failed to attract investments
and increase employment, while not causing any increase in worker exploitation or deterioration of
working conditions.
Ravi Srivastava, Director, CESIHD, said employment
employment will not increase, because of several reasons. First,
there is already too much unused capacity. Firms are shaving off salaries up to 40% and making job cuts.
The overall demand has fallen. Which firm will hire more employees right now, he asked. Kaur said that if
the intention was to ensure more people have jobs, then states should not have increased the shift
duration from 8 hours to 12 hours. They should have allowed two shifts of 8-hours
8 hours each instead, she said,
so that more people can get a job.
Both Srivastava and Kaur said this move and the resulting fall in wages will further depress the overall
demand in the economy, thus hurting the recovery process. "The
The timing is all wrong,"
wrong, said Kaur. "We are
moving in the exact opposite direction,"
direction, said Srivastava.
[Source: What labor law changes by states mean’, available at https://indianexpress.com/article
/explained/what-labour-law-changes
changes-mean-coronavirus-6403611/]
97. "Overtime" is covered under which of the following labour laws?
(a) Industrial Disputes Act.
(b) Factories Act.
(c) The Shops and Commercial Establishments Act.
(d) The Payment of Bonus Act.
98. "UP, the most populous state, has made the boldest changes as it summarily suspended the
application of almost all labour laws in the state for the next three years." What does this line from
the passage signify?
(a) Economy of UP has been worst affected in the lockdown and hence stringent measures have
been taken.
(b) UP government was looking for opportunity to alter the existing labour laws.
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of the above
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99. In the passage, the author states that there is no set definition of "labour laws"" in the country. What is
the reason behind this according to the author?
(a) The government does not want to define labour laws as it will hamper developmental works.
(b) Defining labour laws will grant more rights to the workers, thereby making it difficult to make
them work according to the needs of industries.
(c) Since the labour laws fall under the concurrent list, there has been confusion
confusion between central
and state governments in defining the term.
(d) None of the above
100. Kaur states that the increase in timing would have led to increased employment if what was done?
(a) The number of shifts was increased to two.
(b) More people were given incentives to work from home.
(c) More people were administered disincentives of penalties in case of unemployment.
(d) States should have increased the number of workers per shift.
101. Which of the following statement/s suggest that the amendments
amendments of labour laws will not achieve the
desired results?
(a) The experience of states that have relaxed labour laws in the past suggests, dismantling worker
protection laws have failed to attract investments and increase employment.
(b) There is already too much unused capacity. Firms are shaving off salaries up to 40% and making
job cuts. The overall demand has fallen.
(c) All of the above
(d) None of the above

Passage 2
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has published the draft Environment
En
Impact
Assessment (EIA) Notification 2020, with the intention of replacing the existing EIA Notification, 2006
under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. The government wants to incorporate modifications made
to the regulations through amendments
amendments in the interim period. An EIA makes a scientific estimate of the
likely impacts of a project, such as a mine, irrigation dam, industrial unit or waste treatment plant. There is
also a provision for public consultation in the rules, including a public hearing
hearing at which the local community
and interested persons can give opinions and raise objections, based on the draft EIA report prepared by
experts for the project.
A list of projects has been included under Category B2, expressly exempted from the requirement
requir
of an
EIA. The projects under this category include offshore and onshore oil, gas and shale exploration,
hydroelectric projects up to 25 MW, irrigation projects between 2,000 and 10,000 hectares of command
area, small and medium mineral beneficiation units, small foundries involving furnace units, some
categories of re-rolling
rolling mills, small and medium cement plants, small clinker grinding units, acids other
than phosphoric or ammonia, sulphuric acid, micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in dye and
a dye
intermediates, bulk drugs, synthetic rubbers, medium-sized
medium sized paint units, all inland waterway projects,
expansion or widening of highways between 25 km and 100 km with defined parameters, aerial ropeways
in ecologically sensitive areas, and specified building construction and area development projects.
The projects in this list were identified on the basis of screening by Expert Appraisal Committees, rather
than being exempted through listing in the Schedule. Also, coal and non-coal
non coal mineral prospecting and solar
photovoltaic projects do not need prior environmental clearance or permission in the new scheme.
The EIA Notification 2020 excludes reporting by the public of violations and non-compliance.
non compliance. Instead, the
government will take cognisance of reports only from the violator-promoter,
promoter, government authority,
Appraisal Committee or Regulatory Authority. Such projects can then be approved with conditions,
including remediation of ecological damage, which, again, will be assessed and reported by the violator
(and not an unconnected agency), although Central Pollution Control Board guidelines must be used.
EIA rules must meet the requirements of the precautionary principle of avoiding harm, and
intergenerational equity. The European Union, as an evolving example,
example, has modified its processes in
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accordance with the Aarhus Convention, 1998, which stipulates that environmental rights and human
rights are linked, the present generation owes an obligation to future generations, sustainable
development can be achieved only through the involvement of all stakeholders, government accountability
and environmental protection are connected, and interactions between the public and public authorities
must take place in a democratic context.
[Source://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/
tech/energy-and-environment/the-hindu-explains
explains-what-are-the-keychanges-in-the-environment-impact
impact-assessment-notification-2020/article32249807.ece]
2020/article32249807.ece]
102. Before EIA Notification 2020, would she have been required to have an assessment of the project
done to determine
rmine whether an EIA was necessary?
(a) No
(b) Yes
(c) Data insufficient
(d) None of the above
103. If the author argues that EIA rules must comply with the Aarhus Convention, 1998, then, with respect
to the previous question, and as per the passage, does the EIA Notification 2020 satisfy its principles?
(a) Yes
(b) Only partly respected
(c) No
(d) None of the above
104. Akhil is an entrepreneur who wants to set up a clinker grinder unit (small). His legal advisor mentions
thatt he should seek an EIA to get the regulatory permission. Based on the passage, this advice will be
(a) Correct
(b) Incorrect
(c) Partially correct
(d) Correct under certain specific circumstances
105. Kadam started a hydroelectric project of 35 MW, and operated for years, without having conducted
an EIA. Pritam, a public-spirited
spirited individual, is a stakeholder as he lives very close to the project. He
alleged that the project could not operate without an EIA. He approached the appropriate forum to
complain.
lain. The forum admitted his complaint. Kadam said that Pritam had no standing to file the
complaint. This assertion is
(a) Justified
(b) Unjustified
(c) Partially unjustified
(d) None of the above
106. Anurag wanted to set up a recreation company which would
would operate in Sriharipur. A recreational
activity that she ideated needed aerial ropeways to be made. She spent money out of her own pocket,
and built aerial ropeways. However, she came to know later that Sriharipur was an ecologically
sensitive area since
ce 2018. Her legal advisor mentioned that she should report the violation as she did
not have the EIA done and pay the fine. The legal advice is
(a) Correct
(b) Incorrect
(c) Environmentally conscious
(d) Does not acknowledge business considerations

Passage 3
Three Bills on agriculture reforms – The Farmers'Produce
Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020; The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement of Price Assurance and
Farm Services Bill, 2020 and The Essential Commodities (Amendment)
(Am
Bill, 2020 – were introduced in the
Parliament on September 14 to replace the ordinances issued during the lockdown.
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Farmers and farmer associations across the country have protested against the ordinances. The tractor
protest by farmers of Punjab and Haryana in July was in opposition to these. The Punjab Assembly on
August 28 passed a resolution rejecting the Centre’s ordinances.
Since agriculture and markets are State subjects – entry 14 and 28 respectively in List II – the ordinances
are being seen
een as a direct encroachment upon the functions of the States and against the spirit of
cooperative federalism enshrined in the Constitution. The Centre, however, argued that trade and
commerce in food items is part of the concurrent list, thus giving it constitutional
constitutional propriety.
The Farmers' Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Ordinance aims at opening up
agricultural sale and marketing outside the notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC)
mandis for farmers, removes barriers
barrier to inter-State
State trade and provides a framework for electronic trading
of agricultural produce. It prohibits State governments from collecting market fee, cess or levy for trade
outside the APMC markets.
The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement of
of Price Assurance and Farm Services Ordinance
relates to contract farming, providing a framework on trade agreements for the sale and purchase of farm
produce. The mutually agreed remunerative price framework envisaged in the legislation is touted as one
that
hat would protect and empower farmers.
The written farming agreement, entered into prior to the production or rearing of any farm produce, lists
the terms and conditions for supply, quality, grade, standards and price of farm produce and services.
The Pricee Assurance Bill, while offering protection to farmers against price exploitation, does not prescribe
the mechanism for price fixation. There is apprehension that the free hand given to private corporate
houses could lead to farmer exploitation.
The Essential
ial Commodities (Amendment) Ordinance removes cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onion
and potatoes from the list of essential commodities. The amendment will deregulate the production,
storage, movement and distribution of these food commodities. The central government is allowed
regulation of supply during war, famine, extraordinary price rise and natural calamity, while providing
exemptions for exporters and processors at such times as well.
[Source:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explainer-why-are-the-agriculture
[Source:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explainer
agriculture-bills-beingopposed/article32618641.ece]
107. Which, among the following, will be excluded from the Essential Commodities Act as per the new
proposed law?
(i) Cereals
(ii) Milk
(iii) Onion
(iv) Tomatoes
(a) (i) & (ii)
(b) (i) & (iii)
(c) (ii) & (iii)
(d) (ii) & (iv)
108. The Central Government has decided to pass the Agricultural Regulation Act, a comprehensive
legislation which will rule over every dispute regarding Agriculture in the country. Based on
o your
understanding of the above passage, will this legislation be valid?
(a) Yes; Since Agriculture is in the Concurrent List, the Central Government will have the power to
pass the law.
(b) No; Since Agriculture is in the State List, only the State Governments
Governments can pass a law on the
subject
(c) Yes; Since the Central Government has the duty to protect the farmers of the nation.
(d) No; Since Food Security and agriculture are linked together, and Food Security is in the State List,
only the State Government
Governmen can pass a law on the subject.
109. Among the following arguments, which one has not been made against the proposed laws?
(a) The Proposed laws violate a citizen’s Article 19 Freedom of Trade
(b) The Proposed laws violate the principles of Cooperative Federalism
Federalism envisaged in the Constitution
(c) Agriculture and Markets are part of the State List and therefore, the Centre cannot legislate upon
that subject
(d) None of the above
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110. Which among the following provisions is provided for in The Farmers'Produce
Farmers
uce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Ordinance?
(a) Framework for electronic trading of agricultural produce
(b) Protection to farmers against price exploitation
(c) Framework on trade agreements for the sale and purchase of farm produce
(d) None of the above
111. Which of these bills is not being tabled by the Government in the current Parliamentary Session on
September 14?
(a) The Farmers'Produce
Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2020
(b) Protection of Farmers (From Unfair
Un
Trade Practices) Bill, 2020
(c) The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement of Price Assurance and Farm Services
Bill, 2020
(d) The Essential Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020

Passage 4
The nomination of the former Chief Justice of India, Mr.
Mr. Ranjan Gogoi, as a member of Rajya Sabha has led
to a controversy mainly centering around two facets; namely (i) denigration of the independence of
judiciary and its reputation and (ii) compromising the principle of separation of powers amongst the three
organs of the State.
That apart, nomination of Justice Gogoi is also questioned on personal grounds of favouritism etc. This
write up is intended to headlight on the two facets set out above from the legal and constitutional
perceptive and historical paradigm.
digm.
The role of the Rajya Sabha as a body was one of the points for discussion. In this respect, Shri
Gopalaswami Ayyangar observed:
"…The
…The most that we expect the Second Chamber to do is perhaps to hold dignified debates on important
issues and to delay legislation which might be the outcome of passions of the moment until the passions
have subsided and calm consideration could be bestowed on the measures which will be before the
Legislature…. we also give an opportunity, perhaps to seasoned people who may
may not be in the thickest of
political fray, but who might be willing to participate in the debate with an amount of learning and
importance which we do not ordinarily associate with a House of the People…"
People…
It is in this background that Article 80 (1) (a) of
of the Constitution of India, 1950 ("the
(
Constitution")
postulates the nomination of 12 members by the President of India to the Council of States (Rajya Sabha)
and those persons under Article 80(3) of the Constitution are to be persons having special knowledge
knowl
or
practical experience in respect of such matters as the following, namely; literature, science, art and social
service.
It cannot be disputed that a former Chief Justice of India who has been a judge for about 15 years fits the
description eminently.
These are but some of the instances wherein former Chief Justices/Justices have accepted a government
post almost immediately after their retirement from the Bench.
In fact, several laws of the Country (India) provide for appointment to several positions,
positions being a judge or a
chief justice of a Higher Court as one of qualifications. Therefore, to say that a mere acceptance of a post
retirement position by a former judge of a Superior Court is denigration of independent judiciary, is against
the mandate of the
he law and the Constitution.
The only prohibition postulated by the Constitution against retired judges are those contained in Article
124 (7) vis-à-vis
vis a judge of the Supreme Court and Article 220 vis-à-vis
vis vis a permanent judge of the High
Court.
There have been no allegations with respect to these appointments, despite the fact that they were also
occupying the same position as Justice Gogoi, i.e., being a member of the Supreme Court.
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[This passage is an excerpt from 'Nomination
Nomination of Former CJI Ranjan Gogoi to Rajya Sabha: A tale of Probity
and Prejudice' available at https://www.barandbench.com/columns/nomination-of
https://www.barandbench.com/columns/nomination of-former-cji-rajan-gogoito-rajya-sabha-a-tale-of-probity-and
and-prejudice]
112. Mr Suresh Mishra was a District & Sessions Judge for 13 years and during
during his tenure he was known for
timely disposal of cases. After his retirement, the state government appointed him to the State
Human Rights Commission. Which of the following Articles of the Indian Constitution prohibits the
District & Sessions Judge to accept
cept any post after retirement?
(a) Article 124
(b) Article 220
(c) Article 80
(d) None of the above
113. Which of the following is the main role of Rajya Sabha, according to Shri Ayyangar, as mentioned in
the passage?
marginalised section of the society in law making process.
(a) Provide opportunity to the marginalised
(b) Hold dignified debates on important issues
(c) Provide assistance in drafting of major legislations which the Lok Sabha alone cannot do
(d) Both (a) and (c)
114. Which amongst the following is not one of fields considered for the nomination to Rajya Sabha?
(a) Literature
(b) Art & Science
(c) Journalism
(d) Social Service
115. Which amongst the following issues is at the core of the controversy surrounding Justice Gogoi’s
nomination to Rajya Sabha?
(a) Independence and reputation of judiciary
(b) Separation of powers among different organs of the state
(c) Insufficient information
(d) Both (a) and (b)
116. Which of the following statements is not true regarding post retirement appointments of Judges
Judg of
the Supreme court and High court in India
(a) There has not been any Chief Justice of India, before Ranjan Gogoi, who has accepted any post
retirement appointment.
(b) Any post retirement appointment is prohibited by the Constitution of India to secure
secu the
independence and integrity of the judiciary.
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of the above

Passage 5
A three-judge
judge Bench headed by Justice Arun Mishra ruled that a Hindu woman’s right to be a joint heir to
the ancestral property is by birth and does not depend on whether her father was alive or not when the
law was enacted in 2005. The Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005 gave Hindu women the right to be
coparceners or joint legal heirs in the same way a male heir does. "Since
Since the coparcenary is by birth, it is
not necessary that the father coparcener should be living as on 9.9.2005,"
9.9.2005, the ruling said.
The Mitakshara school of Hindu law codified as the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 governed succession and
inheritance of property but only recognised males as legal heirs. The law applied to everyone who is not a
Muslim, Christian, Parsi or Jew by religion. Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains and followers of Arya Samaj, Brahmo
Samaj are also considered Hindus for the purposes of this law.
In a Hindu Undivided Family, several
everal legal heirs through generations can exist jointly. Traditionally, only
male descendants of a common ancestor along with their mothers, wives and unmarried daughters are
considered a joint Hindu family. The legal heirs hold the family property jointly.
jointl
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Women were recognised as coparceners or joint legal heirs for partition arising from 2005. Section 6 of the
Act was amended that year to make a daughter of a coparcener also a coparcener by birth "in her own
right in the same manner as the son".
son
The law
w applies to ancestral property and to intestate succession in personal property — where succession
happens as per law and not through a will.
In Prakash v Phulwati (2015), a two-judge
two judge Bench headed by Justice A K Goel held that the benefit of the
2005 amendment
dment could be granted only to "living
living daughters of living coparceners"
coparceners as on September 9,
2005 (the date when the amendment came into force).
In February 2018, contrary to the 2015 ruling, a two-judge
two judge Bench headed by Justice A K Sikri held that the
share of a father who died in 2001 will also pass to his daughters as coparceners during the partition of the
property as per the 2005 law.
These conflicting views by Benches of equal strength led to a reference to a three-judge
three
Bench in the
current case. The ruling
ling now overrules the verdicts from 2015. It settles the law and expands on the
intention of the 2005 legislation "to
"to remove the discrimination as contained in section 6 of the Hindu
Succession Act, 1956 by giving equal rights to daughters in the Hindu Mitakshara
Mitakshara coparcenary property as
the sons have".
[Surce:
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/reading
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/reading-supreme-court-verdict
verdict-on-hindu-womensinheritance-rights-6550767/]
117. Sagun, who was born a Hindu, has decided to convert to Dinkoism, a religion which worships Dinkan, a
comic character from a Children’s magazine. After his conversion, will Sagun still be governed by the
Hindu Succession Act?
(a) No; The Hindu Succession Act is only applicable to Hindus
(b) No; The Hindus Succession Act is only applicable
applicable to Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, followers of
Arya Samaj and Brahmo Samaj
(c) Yes; The Hindu Succession Act is applicable to anyone who is not a Muslim, Christian, Parsi, or
Jew by religion
(d) None of the above
118. What is the final position of law regarding applicability of the 2005 Amendment, as per the 3-Judge
3
bench decision of the Supreme Court?
(a) The 2005 Amendment will be only applicable to daughters born after the amendment
(b) The 2005 Amendment will be applicable only if the father was alive at the time of passing the
Amendment
(c) The 2005 Amendment will be applicable regardless of the father being alive at the time of
enacting the amendment
(d) None of the above
119. Raja Rathnam Pillai, a rich merchant from Madurai, has 2 sons, Raja Selvam and Raja Manikyam, and a
daughter, Rani Rathnam. Upon his demise, the contents of his will were read out. The will distributed
his properties equally between the two sons, while Rani Rathnam was left with nothing. She decides
to challenge the will
ill under the Hindu Succession Act, read with the latest Amendment in 2005. Will
her challenge succeed?
(a) Yes; After the 2005 Amendment, the Hindu Succession Act says that daughters and sons are
equally entitled to the property of the father.
(b) Yes; Raja
ja Rathnam Pillai loved his daughter the most and therefore, she is entitled to a fair
portion of her father’s property
(c) No; The Hindu Succession Act is not applicable to succession in terms of a will
(d) None of the above
ntioned in Q.119, it was found that Pillai’s will was indeed a forgery and that
120. In the fact situation mentioned
he had left no will. Given that he died on September 7, 2005, can Rani Rathnam assert her rights over
her deceased father’s property?
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(a) Yes; The Hindu Succession Amendment Act
Act of 2005 gives Rani Rathnam equal rights over her
father’s property. This Amendment will be applicable regardless of the date of Pillai’s death.
(b) No; The Hindu Succession Amendment Act of 2005 will only be applicable in cases where the
father has died after September 9, 2005. Since Pillai decided before the cut-off
cut
date, the
Amendment will have no application.
(c) Yes; Despite the fact that the Hindu Succession Amendment Act of 2005 is not applicable in this
case, Rani Rathnam will get equal rights over her father’s property as per Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution.
(d) None of the above
121. The Hindu Succession Act codifies which school of Hindu Law?
i) Mitakshara School
ii) Dayabhaga School
(a) Only (i)
(b) Only (ii)
(c) Both (i) & (ii)
(d) Neither (i) & (ii)

Passage 6
day national plebiscite, intended to keep President Vladimir V. Putin in power until at least
Russia’s seven-day
2036, delivered the expected verdict on Wednesday: Early results showed that three-quarters
three
of voters
had given their endorsement. "From
From a juridical point of view, this whole exercise is insane,"
insane, said Greg B.
Yudin, a sociologist and political theorist at the Moscow School of Social and Economic Sciences. But, he
added, "it
it is not at all a meaningless procedure,"
proce
because Russia’s system under Mr. Putin depends on the
appearance of popular support to confer legitimacy on decisions he has already made.
Voters, in theory, could have rejected the amendments, and Mr. Putin pledged to honor their decision. But
the chances of that happening always seemed minuscule, not least because of what Golos, an independent
election monitoring organization, described on Tuesday as an electoral process rigged from the start.
Golos said the vote, unfairly skewed by a noisy one-sided
one ided propaganda campaign by state-controlled
state
media
and blatant pressure from a sprawling galaxy of state-funded
state funded companies and organizations, did "not allow
us to talk seriously about the possibility of the will of the people being expressed."
expressed. For weeks, a long
parade of prominent Russians who depend on the state for their positions and income — from actors and
musicians to the head of the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg and the patriarch of the Russian
Orthodox Church — have paraded across state television
televisi urging people to vote.
Curiously, none of them mentioned the core of the exercise: an amendment to allow Mr. Putin to crash
through constitutional term limits in place since 1993 and stay in power virtually for life, rather than step
down at the end of his current term in 2024. They instead focused on other changes, like enshrining the
protection of pensions, family values, animals, the Russian language and the memory of Russians killed in
World War II.
The foregone nature of the outcome, in Mr. Yudin’s view, reflects Russia’s "plebiscitary
plebiscitary democracy,"
democracy, a
system that revolves around a single, unchallenged leader but still requires regular cries of "public
acclamation to give it legitimacy."
The Kremlin’s primary objective, he said, was less to get public approval
approval for amendments that had already
been ratified than to give Mr. Putin a fresh jolt of legitimacy at a time when, with Russia’s economy
severely damaged by the coronavirus pandemic, his approval rating has slumped to its lowest level since he
came to power 20 years ago.
There were scattered reports of outright fraud, but more significant was the forced mobilization of the
large number of voters whose livelihood depends, one way or another, on staying on the Kremlin’s good
side.
[Source:https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/01/world/europe/putin
imes.com/2020/07/01/world/europe/putin-referendum-vote
vote-russia.html]
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122. By referring to the symbolism to be codified in the Constitution, the author indicates which of the
following in the passage?
(i) Deception to the people.
(ii) The creation of a false
se binary.
(iii) Weaponised cultural pride.
(iv) Legitimising the beliefs of Orthodox Church.
(a) (i), (ii), and (iv)
(b) (ii) and (iv)
(c) (i), (ii), and (iii)
(d) (i) and (iv)
123. In course of this passage, the author implies that the purpose
purpose of the referendum is:
(a) To circumvent Constitutional conventions.
(b) To bring forth a new Constitution.
(c) To distil state propaganda.
(d) To enshrine protection of Russian cultural symbolism in the Constitution.
124. In course of this passage, the author contends that the election outcome was expected and that it
could have legally invalidated by the amendments. Is this statement an accurate one?
(a) True
(b) False
(c) There is not sufficient data available from the passage to reach at a conclusive answer
(d) None of the above
125. In course of this passage, the author, by referring to the wide displays of support for the
Constitutional amendments, is not referring to:
(a) The coercive nature of the government.
(b) The self-preserving
preserving nature of its supporters.
(c) The theatre that is required to gain public legitimacy.
(d) The violations of rights of workers in being forced to vote.
126. In course of this passage, the author’s central argument is that:
(a) The election process was legally unnecessary.
unnecessa
(b) The election process involved a violation of the rights of people.
(c) The election process served as a legitimacy-enhancing
legitimacy
purpose.
(d) The election process deployed state machinery in order to aid the government.

Passage 7
Various eminent authors
ors have stated the importance of cyber security in the era of Digitalization. As the
digitalization has taken pace the emerging need of cyber security is being witnessed. Digital transformation
has also created a focus on privacy protections and greater compliance
compliance requirements. As cyber attacks
have become more sophisticated and damaging, regulatory bodies have established more rigorous rules
and guidelines to protect consumer data and personally identifiable information (PII). As a result,
organizations must
ust be mindful of compliance requirements and turn to best-in-class,
best class, certified products,
processes, and people to ensure a reasonable level of risk management.
Although India doesn’t have a specific cyber security act, this function is covered by the Information
Infor
Technology Act 2000 (IT Act) along with associated rules and regulations which deal with cyber security as
well as cybercrime. It provides legal recognition to online transactions and contains measures for
safeguarding electronic data such as making punishable the offences of hacking, denial-of-service
denial
attacks,
phishing, malware attacks, identity fraud and electronic theft.
To combat cyber-crimes,
crimes, the CBI has in place the following special units and structures such as the Cyber
Cell under the provisions
ons of the Information Technology Act 2000.
The courts in India have also recognised cybercrime (eg, the Gujarat High Court in the case of Jaydeep
Vrujlal Depani v. State of Gujarat), to mean ‘the offences that are committed against individuals or groups
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off individuals with a criminal motive to intentionally harm the reputation of the victim or cause physical or
mental harm, or loss, to the victim directly or indirectly, using modern telecommunication networks such
as Internet (networks including but not limited
limited to Chat rooms, emails, notice boards and groups) and
mobile phones (Bluetooth/SMS/MMS)’.
Anything that is an offence under the Indian Penal Code 1860 (IPC), is equally an offence if it is committed
in cyberspace (such as defamation, cheating, criminal
crimina intimation and obscenity).
The Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 protects the private information from being shared with private
parties with the individual’s consent. It however grants the government power to receive data from third
party platforms (which
hich are otherwise required to maintain privacy of users) for use by itself or its agencies.
127. Kritika found that her social media account had been hacked and was being used by someone else in a
case of identity theft. Which is the most appropriate forum
forum to deal with the matter?
(a) the local police station
(b) the local court
(c) the cyber cell
(d) none of the above
128. Simran could not access her e-mail
e mail account because she lost her password. She asked her brother
Pulkit, an ethical hacker, to help
elp her out. With the use of coding technology, Pulkit was able to login to
the e-mail
mail service provider’s database and retrieve Simran’s password. When they service provider
found out they sued Pulkit.
Decide.
(a) Pulkit is not guilty because this is "ethical hacking" and he was helping out his sister at her
request.
(b) Pulkit is not guilty because there is no victim in this case – the email service provider did not
suffer any loss due to Pulkit’s actions and instead, Simran gained access to her account once
more.
(c) Pulkit is guilty because the law does not provide a carve out for ethical hacking
(d) Pulkit is not guilty because the IT Act only makes punishable the offence of hacking and not
ethical hacking
129. Reena broke up with Ratan because he was mean to her. In order to take revenge, Ratan shared some
intimate pictures of Reena through a messaging app with the entire friends'circle.
friends circle. Reena filed a case.
Decide.
(a) since there was no physical harm to Reena, Ratan is not guilty
(b) Ratan is guilty
uilty for harming Reena’s reputation and causing mental harm
(c) since Ratan’s actions took place online, he is not guilty
(d) Ratan’s actions constituted offences under IPC but they are not valid in cyberspace
social media platform. One day he clicked on an advertisement for
130. Tarun was an avid fan of ZigZog, a social
shoes and soon, he found advertisements for the exact same shoes on every other social media
platform he visited, such as Way2SMS, his messaging service, ClickFLIX, his photo sharing platform and
so forth. He feels his privacy has been violated as he never consented to ZigZog to share his
information with these other two platforms (which incidentally are also owned by ZigZog) and files a
case.
Decide.
(a) ZigZog is guilty of sharing his information
information with other platforms owned by it, without Tarun’s
consent and guilty under Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019
(b) ZigZog may have shared Tarun’s information but this is not prohibited under Indian
laws.
(c) Tarun has given his consent to share his
hi information by clicking on the ad
(d) ZigZog is bound to share the information with the government under the provisions of the
Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019
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131. Parul decides to sell her air conditioner on "Buy & Sell",, an online platform for sale
s
and purchase of
goods. However, instead of receiving the money into her account, the amount was instead deducted
and credited to the buyer of the air conditioner. She approaches the police station who file an FIR and
demand the details of the buyer from
from Buy & Sell, which refuses to provide the information citing the
information is confidential as per the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, and a case is filed against
Buy & Sell for refusing to provide the data. Decide.
(a) According to the Personal Data
Data Protection Bill, 2019 privacy of users is required to be maintained
hence Buy & Sell is legally not in a position to reveal the details of the buyer to the police.
(b) this is Parul’s
’s mistake and Buy & Sell should not be taken to court over someone else’s
els error.
(c) the Police are an agency of the government and Buy & Sell is bound to give data to them as per
the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019.
(d) the Police should file a case against the buyer and not Buy & Sell.

Passage 8
Money laundering can
n be defined as the process of concealing the origins of money obtained illegally. In
such a process, the money is passed through a complex sequence of banking transfers or commercial
transactions. The scheme’s main aim is to return the money to the launderer
launderer in an indirect and obscure
way that is hard to trace by the law enforcement agencies.
The accounting of the proceeds in criminal activity has to be done discreetly so that it does not raise any
suspicion to the law enforcement agencies. The criminals put
put a lot of time and effort to design strategies
that enable the safe use of those proceeds without raising any unwanted suspicion. Money laundering is
the process of implementing such strategies. Once the money has been laundered, the launderer can use it
for legitimate purposes. Law enforcement agencies use highly sophisticated systems to detect suspicious
transactions or activities. The law enforcement agencies have international cooperative arrangements to
assist each other in such cases.
There are countless
tless ways to launder money. The main strategy to launder money involves establishing a
fake company that is also known as a shell company. It is used to conduct transactions by using black
money disguised as legal money to avoid taxation. The process converts
converts black money into legal tender.
Another way to launder money involves buying a property with cash and showing its value lower on paper.
The extra amount is not taxed in such a method.
The third way to launder money is by depositing money abroad in offshore
offshore bank accounts whose details
are not easily accessible by law enforcement agencies. The Panama papers controversy is one of the recent
examples of such money laundering activities.
As per the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA), money laundering
laundering is illegal. The act aims at
combating money laundering in India. There are three main objectives written under the said law that are:
• To prevent and control the processes of money laundering.
• To confiscate and seize the property of the launderer
launderer that has been obtained from the laundered
money.
• To deal with any other issue that is directly or indirectly connected with money laundering in India.
The act criminalizes concealment of funds, acquisition of a possession, use of proceeds of crime, and
a
possession of money. The Reserve Bank of India, SEBI and other institutions such as all financial
institutions, mutual funds, banks, insurance companies, and their financial intermediaries work under the
purview of this act.
132. Sonu sees a man sittingg in an outdoor café who gets up to take a phone call. Sonu swiftly moves in and
takes the wallet and gives it to his wife when he gets home. It turns out that the wallet contained
black money. They are both arrested. decide.
(a) both are guilty under PMLA
LA
(b) only Sonu is guilty under PMLA
(c) only Sonu’s wife is guilty under PMLA
(d) both are guilty under Indian Penal Code but not PMLA
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133. Pratham found out that the government was going to build a park in his area where his house
currently stood. He also heard that the government would pay market value for the house. In order to
increase the market rate, Pratham made a sale deed with his brother where he sold the property at
double the actual price so that the market value would increase. Is this money
money laundering?
(a) yes, because the intention was to make money from the government over and above the due
(b) no, because the amount paid by the government to Pratham is not black money
(c) yes, because Pratham took black money from his brother for the
the sale of the house
(d) no, because the sale price was higher than the actual money paid
134. Mayank is an investment banker and is considering investing in a food company "Nice & Spice" that
seems promising so he invests INR 1 lakh (which he had received
received from the government for some work
he did) in the company but it turns out that the company is a shell company and Mayank is arrested.
He challenges his arrest in court. Decide.
(a) Mayank is guilty of money laundering as he invested in a shell company.
company
(b) Mayank is not guilty as the money he invested was not black money and he had no knowledge or
intention to launder the money
(c) Mayank is guilty because the money was used by the company to conduct illegal transactions
(d) Mayank is not guilty as the was an investor and not the owner of the company
135. Srijal is a regular customer of Best Bank, one of the largest private banks of India. She deposits INR 1
crore worth of black money with the branch manager, saying, if you help me launder this money,
mon I will
give you half of it. The Branch Manager agrees. Later on, the bank is audited and the transaction is
flagged as money laundering. Decide.
(a) it is not money laundering as it does not meet the criteria of the three types of money
laundering.
(b) it is not money laundering as it is in a local bank and not in an offshore account.
(c) it is money laundering because it meets the criteria and private banks are under the purview of
PMLA
(d) it is money laundering because state owned banks are under the purview of PMLA
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QUANTITATIVE TECHNIQUES
Direction for questions 136 to 140: Study the following information and answer the following questions:
The following Pie Chart Shows distribution of Branches of a bank named Bank of Jaipur in 6 different
states in India. Bank of Jaipur does not have branches other than below mentioned states.
Bank of Jaipur - Branches Distribution

Maharashtra
10%
West Bengal
12%
Uttar
Pradesh
15%

J&K
14%
Kerala
5%
Rajasthan
44%

136. If West Bengal has total 144 branches of Bank of Jaipur then the number of branches in state Kerala
and Uttar Pradesh together
ther is?
(a) 180
(b) 240
(c) 120
(d) 480
137. West Bengal and Rajasthan together constitute how much percent of branches of Bank of Jaipur?
(a) 54%
(b) 78%
(c) 44%
(d) 56%
138. What is the ratio of number of branches of state
state Maharashtra has to the number of branches state J
and K has?
(a) 5 : 7
(b) 7 : 5
(c) 12 : 5
(d) 5 : 12
139. If Bank of Jaipur has total 1220 branches operational all over India. By what percent they have to
increase the number of branches
hes in Kerala to have 90 operational branches in Kerala?
(a) 32.33%
(b) 41.23%
(c) 47.54%
(d) 60%
140. Bank of Jaipur branches in Rajasthan are how much percent more or less than number of branches in
Uttar Pradesh state?
(a) 100%
(b) 211.33%
(c) 150%
(d) None of these

Direction for questions 141 to 145: Study the following information carefully and answer the questions
given below.
The given line graph shows the expenditure of the Anu, Banu, Saran and Divya in three different years.
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141. What is the difference between the expenditure of Divya in 2016 and the expenditure of Banu in
2017?
(a) Rs.800
(b) Rs.600
(c) Rs.1000
(d) Rs.900
142. What is the total expenditure in 2015 of all the persons together?
(a) Rs.8800
(b) Rs.9200
(c) Rs.9600
(d) Rs.9800
143. If the total income of Anu in 2016 is Rs.4000 and then what is the savings of Anu in 2016?
(a) Rs.1800
(b) Rs.2000
(c) Rs.2400
(d) Rs.2500
144. What is the ratio of the total expenditure of Banu to Saran in all the years together?
(a) 38:31
(b) 39:32
(c) 40:33
(d) 37:30
145. The total expenditure of Divya in all the years together is approximately what percent of the
total expenditure of Anu in all the years together?
(a) 81%
(b) 83%
(c) 85%
(d) 87%
Direction for questions
ns 146 to 150: Read the data given below and answer the following questions.
Below given Bar graph shows the percentage composition of units sold by 4 different companies in 3
segments of consumer electronics.
Total number of AC sold: 6000
Total number of Fan sold: 22000
Total number of Cooler sold: 18000
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146. What is the number of units sold by Hitachi in the air cooler and fan segment together?
(a) 500
(b) 600
(c) 700
(d) 900
147. By what percent number of units sold by Godrej is more than number of units
units sold by Samsung in all
types of consumer electronics?
(a) 42.90%
(b) 90.42%
(c) 92.45%
(d) None of these
148. The average sale of fans is what percent of the average sale of coolers for all companies together?
(a) 250%
(b) 312%
(c) 312%
(d) 244.45%
149. If the total number of units of fans produced for the next year is increased by 25%, then what is the
sale in number of units for the Samsung Company?
(a) 3400
(b) 2200
(c) 2500
(d) Cannot be determined
150. What is the difference between average sales
sales of Samsung in all 3 products and average sales of Voltas
in all these 3 products?
(a) 2183.34
(b) 2283.34
(c) 2383.34
(d) 1283.34
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